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TheNeceflity  of  a  PLOT  :  Or, 
Reafons .  for  a  Standing  Army, 
By  a  Friend  to  K.  G. 


I 


N  a  Time  of  profound  Tranquillity,  whilllagreat 

,  and  wife  Prince  adorns  the  Throne,  it  may  feem 

an    Error  in  Politicks  for    the  Government  to 

alarm  the  Minds  of  Men  with  the  Apprehenfions 

of  a  Plot,  or  the  Neceffity  of  a  Standing  Army.  And 
this  may  appear  yet  more  impolitick,  if  that  Prince  hap- 
pen to  be  free  from  any  domeftick  Fewds  ^  and  if,  in  the 
full  Pofleffion  of  the  Hearts  of  his  People,  he  be  at  the 
lame  Time  affifted  by  Miniftersof  confummate  Wifdom 
and  unqueftionable  Integrity.  Men  of  Speculation  may, 
perhaps,  think  it  moll  advileable  for  a  Prince,  {o  hap- 
pily circumftantiated,  to  govern  by  the  AfFeftions  of 
his  Subjefts,  and  to  avoid  even  the  Shew  of  Conftraint, 
efpecially  if  his  Subjeds  Ihould  have  fome  odd  Fancies 
of  their  own  Independency  i  or  be  inveterate  Admirers 
of  the  Name  of  Liberty. 

But  with  all  the  Refpect  due  to  Perfons  of  fuch  crude 
and  unfalhionablc  Notions,  I  would  offer  it  to  the  Con- 
lideration  of  the  candid  Reader  whether  Force  ap.d 
Power,  that  is  a  Standing  Army,  well  appointed,  and 
wholly>at  the  Difpofal  of  their  Superior,  be  he  never  fo. 
good  Natur'd  in  hrmfelf,  or  never  fo  great  a*  Promoter 
of  Moderation  in  others  •,  as  likewife  whether  the  Ap- 
prehenfion  of  fome  dangerous  Plot,  defign'd  againft  ei* 
ther  the  Life  of  the  Prince,,  or  the  Liberties  of  the  Sub- 
jeft,  be  not  abfolutely  neceflary  at  this  Jundure  •,  in  or- 
der to  eftabliOi  a  Standing  Army,  and  to  dillipate  all 
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Objeftions  that  may  poffibly  be  ftarted  againfl  it,  by  Men 
of  either  fhallow  Judgments  or  evil  Intentions,  v 

Not  to  wander  into  remote  Confiderations  concern- 
ing Danger,  which,  as  fome  of  the  Learned  apprehend, 
is  like  the  Diftemper  of  fore  Eyes,  to  be  caught  by  look- 
ing at^  that  is,  by  fixing  our  Thoughts  too  intenfely 
upon  the  Objcft  •,  and  not  to  create  to  our  felves  chi- 
merical Enemies,  who  have  no  exiflence  but  in  our  own 
pregnant  Imaginations,  there  are  certainly  very,  fub- 
ftantial  Arguments,  why  the  Nation  fhould  be  always 
under  the  mild  Adminiftration  of  a  Standing  Army  ; 
and  why,  at  this  particular  Seafon,  a  Plot  is  expedient, 
in  order  to  fecure  to  us  and  our  Pofterity  that  Invalua- 
ble Blefling. 

\  prefume  it  will  eafily  be  granted  me,  that  an  Inva- 
fion  from  fome  Quarter  or  other,  either  from  North  or 
South,  Eafl:,  or,  it  may  be,  Weft,  may  happen  at  fome 
Time  or  other  :  And  therefore  it  wou'd  feem  but  of  a 
Piece  with  the  other  Inftances  of  our  provident  Admi- 
niftration, to  be  armed  againft  what  may  or  fliay  not 
happen.  I  wou'd  fain  ask  any  clamorous  Champion 
for  the  adverfeCaufe,  what,  in  all  humane  Probability, 
might  have  become  of  us,  if  this  fecond  Spanifh  Ar- 
mada had  been  turn'd  againft  us,  inftead  of  Sardinia, 
and  we  had  been  in  fuch  a  deftitute  Condition,  as  to  be 
unprovided  of  Thirty  Thoufand  brave  Britains  in  Red 
to  preferve  us  ?  Is  it  not  a  clear  Point,  that  any,  or  all 
the  Princes  and  States  in  Europe,  fuppofe  the  Pope,  the 
King  of  Sweden,  the  Turk,  or  even  the  Rcpublick  of  San 
Marino,  may  take  it  into  their  Heads,  that  we  live  plen- 
titully  in  England,  have  Bread  and  Beef,  and  good  Cheer 
in  Abundance,  and  that  it  is  worth  their  While  to 
abandon  their  fterile  Territories  to  come  and  fatten  in 
this  rich  Soil  ?  and  then.  Is  it  not  as  clear  that  we  ftiould 
always  have  our  Swords  ready  drawn  to  repel  the  info- 
lent  Intruder  ? 

Neither  are  Suppofitions  of  this  Kind  to  he  looked 
upon  as  Wild  or  Foreign.   It  is  one  of  the  wifelt  Saying!; 
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of  any  of  our  modern  Litterati,  which  a  ^  nohk  Lord 
hath  chofen  for  his  Motto,  (Tuta  Time)  This,  well 
tranflated,  may  teach  us.  That  '^  when  we  are  moft 
^^  Safe,  we  are  moft  in  Danger  ^  "  That  ^'  there  is  and 
*^  can  be  nothing  fecure  in  thi^  tranfitory  World ; '' 
That  '•  all  fublunary  Things  are  liable  to  Change  ; '' 
and  that,  ^^  That  which  doth  notj  happen  toDaymay^ 
*^  through  the  Inftability  of  human  Affairs,  arrive  to 
'^  Morrow.  -^LordC nd. 

Matchiavel,  in  his  Prince,  advifeth  all  Men  to  treat 
their  Friends,  as  if  they  were  one  Day  to  become  their 
Enemies;  and  Lipfius  upon  Tacitus  obferveth  fbme- 
where.  That  a  Prince,  intheTimesof  the  fulleft  Peace, 
Ihould  be  armed,  as  if  in  theMidftofa  flaming  War  : 
'  And  the  Reafon  he  gives  for  this,  is,  That  Princes  (he 
only  fpoke  of  the  Princes  of  his  Timej  are  the  leaft  to 
be  trufted,  of  any  Sort  of  Perfons  with  whom  you  deal : 
Becaufe  (as  he  refines  according  to  his  Manner)  they 
have  one  general  Salvo,  viz.  Reafons  of  State,  for  all 
the  Breaches  of  Faith,  Vows,  Ties  of  Honour  and  of 
Gratitude^  and,  in  general,  for  all  forts  of  Injuries, 
which  they  can  poffibly  commit. 

But  let  all  the  Admirers  of  fuch  fententious  Politici- 
ans know,  that  there  is  now  a  living  Exception  to  their 
Rule  :  A  great  and  glorious  Prince,  who  hath  never 
fwerved  from  his  royal  Word  in  the  leaft  Tittle  ^  never 
pretended  Neceffities  of  State  v  nay,  never  will  pretend 
^any  Thing  like  it,  (for  in  his  Time  we  can  anfwer  for 
Futurityj  to  do  a  hard,  unjuft,  or  cruel  Thing. 
^  But  yet  to  do  Juftice  to  all  People,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  to  the  renowii'd  Lipfius,  1  muft  own,  that  for  the 
Generality  of  Princes,  there  is  no  Faith  among  them  ; 
nor  are  any  Alliances  with  them  much  to  be  depended 
upon.  And  altho'  I  (hall  not  venture  to  fay,  what  a 
great  Minifter  of  State  did  the  laft  Seflions,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  "  That  v/e  have  not  one  good  Ally  in  the 
'^  World, "  yet  it  may  not,  perhaps  be  unbecoming  to 
offer  it  to  the  Confideration  of  the  World,  Whethto  all 
the  Princes  with   whom  we  are  in' AJliance,*  be  not  Meni^ 
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and  which  is  more,  Princes,  that  is,  Friends,  who  have 
always  their  oWn  Intereft  firft  in  view  ?  and,  Whether 
we  ought  fb  fer  to  rely  on  their  Friendfhip  in  affifting  us 
in  the  Times  of  Danger ,  as  to  leave  our  felves  De- 
fencelcfs? 

It  is  very  readily  granted  that  the  Regent  is  our  fafl: 
Friend  and  Ally  '-,  and  that  he  hath  .courted  the  Friend- 
fhip of  K.  G.  at  ^  moll:  aftonilhing  Rate.  But  his  Ene- 
mies give  out,  that  he  is  not  always  in  the  fame  Hu- 
mour: And,  indeed,  even  here  he  hath  at  feveral  Times 
undergone  great  Revolutions,  in  our  Opinions.  I  have 
heard  him  at  a  great  Minifter's  Table  toafled  one  Day, 
as  the  bed  Proteftant  in  Europe  i  and  damn'd  the  next 
Day  as  the  verieft  ~ — 

But  not  to  fearch  too  far  into  his  Charader,  which 
1  dare  fay,  is  as  Faultlefs  as  that  of  moft  Princes,  we 
do  not  know  what  his  own  Neceffities  may  comptl  him 
to,  and  how  far  he  may  be  under  the  influence  of  Rea- 
fonsof  State. 

The  King  of  Spain,  tho'  he  keeps  in  a  civil  Sort  of 
Frenddiip  With  us  •,  yet,  for  many  good  Reafons,  may 
be  no  well-wi(her  to  us  at  the  Bottom  j  unlefs  he  fliould 
have  Chriftianity  enough  to  forgive  us  our  Intentions  to 
dethrone  him  ;,  and  unlefs  he  fliould  be  fo  little  mindful 
of  future  Profpefts,  as  not  to  regard  how  nearly  related 
he  is  to  the  Crown  of  England ,  by  that  imaginary 
Right  Line,  whereof  fome  People  feem  fo  wildly  fond. 
J4ot  that  I  have  any  Doubt,  that  he  can  have  a  Thought 
of  putting  in  his  Claim,  even  tho'  our  prefent  royal 
Family  were  out  of  the  Way  (which  God  avert):  For  he 
fl^ou'd  conCder,  that  there  are  even  in  that  Cafe,  two 
or  three  that  mult  come  in,  before  his  Title  could  be 
fetup;,  bet  one  doth  not  know  w^hatltiange  Thoughts 
may  b^  fuggefl:ed  by  ambitious  Courtiers.  Neither  is 
it  eafy  to  comprehend  what  his  Amhaflador,  the  M — — 
of  M — —  (whom  all  People  allow  to  be  a  great  Politi- 
cian) means  by  his  Balls  and  Aflemblees,  unlefs  it  be, 
that  he  hath  fome  ftrange  Things  in  his  Head. 

I  fhould 


I  Ihould  not  fay  any  Thing  of  the  Emperor^  were  it 
not  that  he  is  a  moft  zealous  Papift,  and  that  it  isafta- 
ted  Rule  with  all  of  that  ProfeiTiQn,  that  no  Faith  is  to 
be  kept  with  Hereticks ;  and  it  is  to  be  apprehended, 
that  the  Emperor  may  look  upon  K«  G.  to  be  a  Here- 
tick,  becaufe  his  Majefty  is  not  only  a  Proteftant^  but 
the  belt  Proteftant  in  the  World  •,  ,and  conlequently,  in 
the  Senfe  of  the  Papifts,  the  greateft  Hcretick- 

It  dnnot  be  deny'd  but  there  is  a  ftrift  Confederacy 
between  his  Majefty  and  the  High  and  Mighty  States  ^  as 
many  late  Incidents  and  extraordinary  Steps  in  Govern- 
ment, may  fufficiently  evince  :  And  truly  I  do  look  upon 
them  to  be,in  fome  refpefts  (not  to  derogate  from  others) 
the  beft  Ally  which  his  Majefty  hath^  tho',  not  to  run 
too  far  that  Way  neither,  they  may  perhaps,  in  other 
refpeds  be  our  national  Rival,  which  is  a  different  Word 
for  national  Enemies.  It  is  the  Nature  of  Rivals  to  do 
one  another  all  the  Mifchief  they  can  :  And  all  the 
World,  at  leaft  a  great  Part  of  it,  knows,  and  feme 
Part  of  it  hath  felt,  that  the  Dutch  are  not  only  Jealous 
of  us,  in  Point  of  Trade  ^  but,  that  they  have  treated 
us  accordingly  :  Tho'  perhaps  it  may  not  be  fo  proper 
to  revive  the  Memory  of  their  paft  Behaviour,  relating 
either  to  Amboyna  ^  or  their  prefuming  to  Difpute  with 
vs  the  Empire  of  the  Ocean.  But  this  we  muft  fay,  that 
iince  their  Interefts  and  Ambition  claJh  with  ours  in  the 
two  tender  Points  of  Money  and  Honour,  who  knows 
whether  there  may  not  fome  little  Grudges  remain 
thereupon,  which  might  blaze  forth  upon  a  feafonable 
Opportunity  >  There  is  one  Way,  and  but  One,  that  I 
can  recolleft,  of  fecuring  them  to  us,  that  is  by  giving 
them  a  Gompenfation  in  thofe  main  Articles,  or  by 
wholly  facrificing  the  Intereft  of  England  to  that  of 
Holland :  But  it  is  to  be  fear'd,  his  Majefty,  zealous 
for  the  Reputation  and-Tradeof  Great  Britain,  will  ne- 
ver fubmit  to  that,  in  which  Cafe,  the  old  Jealoufies, 
and  confequently  the  old  Dangers,  muft  ftill  fubfift. 

Your  great  Man,  Monfieur  Pettecum^  it  is  true,  af- 
firms, over  and  ovctj  That  the  Gz.ar  of  Mufcovy  is  up- 
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on   no  Account  whatever,  to  be  apprehended  by  En- 
gland:  He  fay s,That  the  Dominions  of  his  Czarifti  Ma- 
jefty  are  at  fuch  a  Diftance ',  his  Fleet  fo  unprovided  of 
all  JSJeceflaries,  that  if  he  had  a  Mind  to  diftrcfs  us,  he 
could  not  do  it.    But  with  all  the  Submiflion  imagina- 
ble to  that   little  great  Man,  I  am  of  a  different  Opi- 
nion ;  at  leaftj  I  think  his  Reafons  require  fome   Exa- 
mination.   For  altho'  the  Dominions  of  Mufcovy  be,  in 
Appearance,  vaftly  remote  from  us,  yet  they  are  Con- 
tiguous to  Sweden,  and  Sweden  is  contiguous  to  Nor- 
way, and  Norway  is  not  above  Forty-eight  Hours  Sail 
from  Scotland,  and  Scotland  is  not  above  Eight  Days 
March  from  London :  By  which  accumulative,  Argument, 
it  is  evident  that  Ruffia  and  London  are  too  near  Neigh- 
bours ^   And  allowing  only  fome  little  Difference  of 
Time,  we  may  as  well  be  invaded  from  Petersburgh,  as 
Mardyke. 

We  evary  Day  hear  of  Naval  Preparations  made  by 
the  King  of  Sicily  •,  upon  what  Defign  is  not  known; 
But  he  being  next  in  Succeffion  of  the  Pretender's  Line, 
as  it  is  pretended,  and  being  one  of  the  refin'd  Politicks, 
who  knows  what  he  may  attempt  ? 

The  King  of  Pruflia  is  the  King's  Son-in-law,  and 
confequently  being  fo  near  a-kin  to  him,  there  muft  be 
(altho'  there  be  fome  Exceptions  to  the  contrary,  as  iii 
the  Cafe  of  King  William  and  Kins;  James)  a  great  deal 
of  paternal  and  filial  Love  and  Affedion  between  them. 
But  yet,  all  That  will  not  fecure  us  without  an  Army: 
For  as  1  have  before  hinted,  there  are  Reafons  of  State, 
and  perhaps  other  Reafons  (not  fo  proper,  or  rather, 
not  fo  needful  to  be  infifted  upon)  which  may  make  it 
neceffary  for  People  to  be  upon  the  Watch  j  tho^ftill 
without  any  Miftruft  on  either  Side. 

We  may  talk  as  much  as  we  pleafe.  That  the  King  of 
Denmark  is  ours  entirely.  Iffo,  how  can  it  be  account- 
ed for,  that  he  "will  go  on  to  demolifli  Wifmar,  in 
fpight  of  all  King  George's  Remonftrances  to  the  con- 
trary ?  For  a  little  Prince ,  of  his  Figure^  to  perfift 
fach  a  Defign,  noq  only  witoowt  King  George's  conient, 
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but  cxprefly  againft  it,  feems to  me  very  extrordinary  ^ 
and,  in  my  poor  Opinion,  fhews,  that  he  is  therein  buoy'd 
up  by  fbme  powerful  Prince  in  Malquerade. 

But  above  all,  and  the  moil  to  be  apprehended  is,  the 
King  of  Sv/cden,  the  Terror  of  Mankind,  the.  Scourge 
of  the  North.  A  Perfon,  v\^ho  with  lefs  than  ^weaty 
Men,  attacked  more  than  20000  Janizaries.  We  have 
provoked  him  :  I  do  not  fay  how  wifely  :  Or  at  leaft  the 
Letters  publifh'd,  as  if  found  in  Gyllenbourg's  Clofct, 
fhew,  he  hath  had  fome  wicked  Imaginations  againft  us. 
What  are  we  not  to  dread  from  one  of  his  Refentments 
and  his  Intrepidity  ? 

I  am  fenfible  that  here  is  fome  room  for  a  Cavil  againft 
my  Argumentation  i  bccaufe  it  may  be  urged,  that  we 
have  nothing  in  nature  to  fear  from  the  King  of  Sweden's 
Praftices.  His  Majefty  was  raoft  gracioufly  pleas'd  laft 
Seflions  of  Parliament  to  find  out  an  efFedual  Cure  for  all 
Dangers  from  that  Quarter  ;  His  MefTage  to  the  Com- 
mons by  Mr.  Stanhope,  then  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
third  of  April  was,  That '  His  Majefty    being  defirous 

*  above  all  things  not  only    to  fecure   his   Kingdoms 

*  againft  the  prefent  Danger  with  which  they  are  threat- 

*  ned  by  Sweden,  bnt  likewife  to  prevent  the  like  Ap- 
^  prehenfions  for  the  future,  thinks  it  neceflary  that 
'  Meafures  Ihould  be  early  concerted,  &c.  Then,  He 
^  hopes  his  Commons  will  enable  Him  to  make  good 
^  fuch  Engagements,  as  may  eafe  his  People  of  all  future 

*  Charge  and  Apprehenfions.  The  Sum  demanded,  in 
order  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  do  this,  was  250,000  1. 
that  Sum  was  given  ^  and  it  is  fo  far  from  being  a  Que- 
ftion,  whether  theMcny  were  employed  toanfwerthe 
faid  Ends,  that  we  can  never  enough  admire  the  great 
Wifdom  of  his  Majefty,  in  finding  out  fo  cheap  and  ex- 
pedite a  Method  of  ending  a  War  without  ftriking? 
Blow  i  and  offecuringtolateft  Pofterity  fuch,  a  Peace, 
as  no  viciflitude  or  revolution  of  times  or  things  can  de- 
prive us  of  All  this  may,  I  own,  be  urged,  as  like- 
wife  that  it  may  probably  be  criminal  in  any  one  to  lay, 
we  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  Sweden,  fince  his  Ma- 
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jefl-y  hath  pa^fled  his  Royal  Word,  which  never  yet  hath 
fallen  m  the  leaft  Article,  That  he  would  *  enter  into 

*  fuch  Engagements  as  Ihould  cafe  us  from  all  future 

*  Charge  or  Apprehenfions  on  that  account. 

This  is  the  force  of  the  Objeaion,  which  I  have  heard 
more  than  a  thoufand  times  ftarted  by  little  People, 
who  talk  at  random  and  know  nothing  of  the  Arcana 
of  Government.  It  is  mod  certain,  the  King  did  pro- 
mife  he  would  fecure  us  from  the  Dangers,  prefent  end 
future,  threatned  by  Sweden.  But  I  leave  it  to  the 
-Judgment  of  every  difpaffionate  Reader,  whether  the 
Word,  Sweden,  implied  the  King  thereof  j  1  think  not : 
Ia,«  fure,  the  King  of  Sweden  was  not  therein  men- 
tioned, and  the  Reafon  of  that  Omiluon  is  evident :  For 
it  is  as  impofTible  to  anfwer  for  him  or  his  Motions,  as 
for  thofe  of  a  Comet,  which  may  drop  into  our  Vortex, 
the  Lord  knows  when.  So  that  if  the  King  of  Sweden, 
he,  who  as  I  faid  before,  fell  upon  20000  Janizaries, 
with  only  a  few  of  his  own  Servants,  fhould  take  a 
Fancy  to  come  here,  it  is  obvious  we  Ihould  yet  want 
19,000  Britains  at  leafl,  allowing  19  Eaglifhmen  to 
anfwer  20  Janizaries.  This  appears  to  me  a  fair  Com- 
putation :  And  whether  I  have  not  given  full  Satisfaftion 
in  this  whole  Point,  I  mull  leave  to  be  decided  by 
others. 

Thus,  from  a  fair  and  impartial  Examination  of  the 
St^teof  Great  Britain,  with  regard  to  moft,  or  all  of 
the  foreign  Princes  and  States,  from  whom  we  are  to 
Hope  or  Fear,  I  think  it  wiil  appear,  that  there  is  no 
^ort*  of  Reafon  in  the  World  that  we  Ihould  lull  our 
felves  into  fo  hippy,  or  to  fpeak  more  juftly,  unhappy 
a  Security,  as  to  be  without  a  Standing  Army. 

But  to  iook.within  our  felves^  and  weigh  the  State  of 
onf  Affairs  at  home,  the  Rcafor.s  for  a  Standing  Force 
are  yet  ftroiigcr,  if  that  be  poffible. 

Altho' His  Majefty  King  George,  who  like  another 
Titus,  might  well  defervc  to  be  ftiled,' The  Delight  of 
Mankind  \  be  received,  where-ever  he  goes,  with  loud 
Acclamations,  Fciits,   Ba!]^.    nay  Bacchanal?,  yet  fomfe 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen  of  the  Honfe  of  G s  have  laid,  That 

there  is  a  gixat  difafFection  in  the  Gountry  to  His  Maje- 
fty's  Perfon  and  Government :  A  Language  which  1  do 
not  altogether  approve  of,  nor  do  I  think  it  ftridly 
true.  For  tho'  the  Englifh  he  naturally  fo  impolite,  as 
not  to  affeft  the  German  Language,  Modes,  Habits, 
Cuftoms,  Minifters,  or  Ladies  •,  and  tho'  many  Lyes 
may  be  fcatterM  about,  yet  what  hath  all  this  to  do 
with  His  Majefty'«i  Pcrfon  or  Government  ?  upon  what 
Grounds,  by  what  Laws,  could  Men  of  their  great  Un- 
derftandingi  form  fo  illegal  and  unjulb  a  Declaration? 
And  yet  I  cannot  but  think  they  knew  why  they  f poke 
it.  Perhaps  they  drew  their  Inference  from  fome  Inde- 
cencies committed  by  the  Vulgar  •,  and  if  they  had  on- 
ly dwelt  upon  that,  they  had  done  right:  The  Vulgar 
are  a  rude,  bold,  merry,  fawcyPack,  audit  is  very  true 
they  Ihould  he  reftrain'd  :  So  that  I  agree  with  theie 
Minifters  of  State  in  the  End  proposed  from  their  Speech^ 
tho'notin  theExpreffion.  For  whatever  others  may 
lay,  I  am  wholly  of  Opinion,  that  a  ftanding  Army  is 
requifite  tofupprefs  all  Badges  of  Rebellion^  fuch  as 
Roies,  Horns,  Lawrel,  or  Turnips,  which  fo  juftly  of- 
fend the  Eyesofourdifcerning  Magiftracy. 
•  Again:  I  take  it  to  be  a  great  Advantage  to  the  Pub- 
lick,  to  increafe  the  Debts  of  the  Nation.  Philip  de 
Comines  gives  it  as  a  Reafon,  why  the  Londoners  were 
eager  for  the  Reftoration  of  Edward  IV,  becaufe  be 
liadrun  much  in  their  Debt,  and  they  could  never  hope 
to  be  paid,  till  he  were  reftor'd.  And  a  great  Prelate, 
who  came  over  at  the  Revolution,  gave  this  Iblid  and 
wholefome  Advice  to  King  William,  to  plunge  the  Na- 
tion into  fuch  a  Debt,  as  fliould  be  impoffible  to  be  paid, 
in  Cafe  any  alteration  in  the  State  fhould  happen  : 
Which  Counfel  His  Majefty  (of  Glorious  Memory)  took 
care  to  follow.  Thus  our  Government  was  confirmed  by 
our  Taxes,  and  our  Freedom  moft  happily  founded  upon 
pur  Neceflities. 

And  to  dojufticeto  our  Prince  of  late,  fo  much  wi- 
fcr  than  their  PredcccfTors,  that  fore  of  Policy  hath 
'        "  ^  been 
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been  (b  well  nndcrftood,  that  whereas  before  the  Revo- 
lution the  Government  did  not  owe  one  Shilling^  it  now 
owes  50,000,000  L  Sterh  And  whereas  in  Aprils  16 9J* 
thelncomeof  the  Crown,  with  aU  Duties,  &c.  was  but 
2^120,149!.  IIS.  3d.  it  is  now  yearly  near  7,0^0,000  1. 
and  yet  we  are  ftill  running  more  and  more  in  Debt,  to 
the  great  Emolument  ofthePublick.  And  is  it  not  no^ 
torious,  that  an  Army,  witn  all  ufual  appointments, 
contributes  extreamly  to  the  Article  of  Exigence,  and 
of  courfe,  to  this  great  Branch  of  the  Safety  of  the 
Kingdom  ? 

Befides,  I  do  not  conceive  where  our  Youth  of  Spirit 
could  be  fo  well  Educated  as  in  a  Military  School ;  the 
laudable  Accompliftiments  of  a  fine  Gentleman  are  there 
lb  fuddenly  acquired,  that  a  Fellow,  who  but  juft  throws 
ofFa  private  Perfon's  Livery  to  wear  that  of  the  King's, 
commences  immediately  a  moft  accomplifh'd  Beau  •,  he 
can  Swear  with  as  good  a  Grace,  talk  as  rationally  a- 
gainft  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Church  and  Parfons,  as  if  he  had 
fer v'd  an  Apprenticefhip  at?  the  Grecian. 

Neither  is  it  unworthy  our  Obfervation,  that  the 
Army  fupplies  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  many  wor- 
thy Members ;  who  might  have  been  wholly  loft  to  the 
Publick,  or  employ'd  in  fome  lower  Sphere  of  Life,  had 
they  not  been  thrown  into  the  World  by  Fortune  and 
the  Chance  of  War,  perhaps  at  a  Fire- fide,  or  in 
Hyde-park. 

It  is  to  be  allowed  indeed,  that  fome^of  the  Officers 
ofthe  Army  arc  Men  of  honourable  Birth  and  paternal 
Eftates,  and  behave  themfelves  accordingly  in  the  Houfe 
and  elfewhere,  but  I  fpeak  of  fome  worthy  Members, 
who  owe-their  Rife  wholly  to  the  Army  ^  and  who,  per- 
haps might  ftill  have  been  clattering  their  Oaken  Plants 
in  the  Lobby,  if  thro*  the  Army  they  had  not  made 
their  Way  to  the  Houfe  .  Happy  hath  been  the  State 
of  Great'Britain,  that  thefe  Officer's  Regiments  quar- 
tered at  the  Boroughs  were  they  were  Elefted  !  and 
happier  will  it  be  when,  inftead  of  a  Writ  for  an  Ele- 
dion,  there  will  need  no  more  for  the  Return,  but  to 
fend  down  a  Regiment  of  Dragoons  /  h 
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Is  it  not  like  wife  a  great  Honour  to  us,  that  a  Stand- 
ig  Army  will  very  near  reduce  us  to  the  State  of  our 
''ellow-fubjefts  in  Hannover  ?  where  we  hear  of  no 
omplaints  againfl:  the  Government  .•  Where  the  Army 
;  Part  of  the  Conftitution^  and  the  People  all  hope  ta 
lave  their  Share  therein  :  Where  the  Men  go  to  War 
ccording  as  they  are  hired  out,  and  the  Women  ma- 
ture the  Ground  and  bring  in  the  Harveft.  In  fliort, 
vhere  the  King  was  fo  univerMy  admired,  that  they 
:ould  not  part  with  him,  even  for  a  {hort  Term,  with- 
>ut  Floods  of  Tears  from  all  the  People  ^  and  where 
:hey  will  ftill  keep  the  young  Prince  to  comfort  them, 
md  exemplify  in  him  the  bright  Pattern  of  his  Royal 
jrandfather. 

There  are  moreover  imminent  Dangers  from  the 
North  •,  to  prevent  which,  we  Ihould  be  powerfully  arm- 
d.  The  Ghoft  of  Mackintofli  hath  been  fecn  frequently 
3f  late  in  the  Highlands,  by  our  Newfmonger.  Rob 
Roy  travels  about  there,  as  if  he  were  fole  Lord  of 
thofe  black  Realms.  And  tho'  I  have  the  greateft  Idea 
of  the  Lord  Lovat,  and  think  him  capable  of  almoft 
every  Thing,  from  his  Principles  and  Dexterity,  yet 
he,  with  all  his  Intereft,  will  not  be  able  to  keep  thofe 
Parts  in  quiet,  unlefs  he  be  feconded  by  a  Standing 
Army  of  at  leaft  30,000  Men.  It  is  an  old  Obfcrvation, 
Thot  you  fliould  take  Things  early,  nip  Dangers  in  the 
Bud  •,  and  therefore,  fince  from  fuch  fmall  Seeds  of  Re- 
bellion in  thofe  Parts,  great  Matters  may  arife,  you 
ought  to  prepare  your  feif  accordingly,  and  look  upon 
what  fuch  a  Thing  may  poITibly  come  to,  as  if  it  real- 
ly had  hapi)ened  :  Were  I  fit  to  advife,  our  Army  fhould 
be  every  Day  drawn  out  in  Battle  aray,  as  if  Mackin- 
tofli  and  Rob  Roy  were  at  the  Gates  of  St.  James's. 

^  But  this  I  do  not  altogether  infill  upon  ;  I  only  juft 
give  the  Hint,  leaving  the  Execution  or  Improvement 
of  it  to  others,  better  verfed  in  the  Niceties  of  Po- 
liticks. 

Againft  all  thefe  Reafons  which  I  have  advanced  for  a 
Standing  Army,  and  many  more,  which  might  offer,  if 

tho 
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the  Thing  were  not  almofl:  Self-evident,  the  Fadious,  I 
fuppofe,  will  cry  out,  as  they  ufually  do,  with  great 
Noifci  they  will  perhaps  fay,  that  a  Standing  Army  la 
Time  of  Peace,  entirely  overturns  the  old  EngUlh  Con^ 
ftitution :  That  the  only  Idea  Men  have  of  the  Slavery 
of  a  Nation,  is,  that  it  is  fubjeft  to  a  Military  Power  i 
that  his  Majefty  came  to  deliver  us  from  Bondage ;  but 
that  if  we  are  to  groan  under  this  infupportable  Load, 
we  had  as  good,  almoft,  not  have  been  delivered  j  that 
the  Officers,  efpecially  the  Subalterns,  generally  every 
where  throughout  the  Country,  commit  the  greateft  In- 
folencies  at  this  Time  *,  That,  under  the  Sanftion  or 
Pretenceofthe  Aft  about  quartering  of  Soldiers,  there 
are  no  Sortof  Oppreffions  and  Outrages,  which  are  not 
daily  juflified  •,  and.  That  the  Murmerings  of  the  Peo- 
ple, harafled  \yith  Taxes,  and  infulted  by  their  pre* 
tended  Deliverers,  are  erdlefs  and  in  inexpreffible. 

Such  are  the  trifling  Objeftions,  which  are  ftarted  a 
gainft  our  Scheme:  And,  for  my  Part  I  do  not  much 
wonder  at  it.  When  Men  are  out  of  Humour,  they  ne- 
ver ceafe  to  find  Fault.  But  yet  I  do  not  think  that  fuch 
a  prudent  Miniftry  and  fo  wife  a  King  as  we  are  blefs'd 
with,  will  wholly  negled  thefe  Complaints ,  tho' cer- 
tainly there  be  nothing  in  them,  yet  I  fhould  not  oppofe 
fome  Projeft  to  ftop  their  Mouths,  if  it  were  for  no  other 
Reafon,  than  that  we  might  have  it  to  lay,  the  People 
of  England,  at  laft,  contentedly  fubmit  to  a  Standing 
Army. 

In  order  to  efFed  this,  I  have  heard  it  propos'd,  that 
a  Rcduftion,  as  it  is  called,  of  fome  few  private  Men  in 
each  Troop  or  Company  (hould  be  made  •,  but  that  the 
Regiment  or  Corps  fhou'd  ftill  remain:  Hereby  the 
Sound  of  Disbanding  will  run  through  the  Kingdom,  the 
People  will  be  pleas'd  i  and  yet  the  Power  of  the  Army 
v/ill  be  as  great  as  ever,  and  the  Expence  not  much  lefs. 
If,  for  Inftance,  you  reduce  the  37,000  Men  which  are 
in  Pay  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  32,000  or  30,000, 
the  Power  of  that  Body  will  not  be  leflen'd,  nor  theSa-' 
vingjS  be  above  150,000 1.  it  may  be  kfs. 

Ithoughc 
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I  thoviglit  it  a  good  Cbfervation,  which  a  Gentleman 
nadc  t'other  Day  in  a  CofFee-houfe,  that  a  Reduction 
»f  the  Army,  as  it  is  called,  is  like  priming  a  Tree  ^  it 
Irengthens  the  Body,  and  makes  it  take  Root  the  deeper. 
The  Notion  is  perfeftly  right  ^  fo  that  the  Array  would 
lot  be  Icfs  formidable  after  fuch  a  Reduftion,  and  yet 
he  Quieting  of  the  Minds  of  the  Multitude  might  be 
thereby  attained. 

This  Projed  certainly  hath  a  Shew  of  great  Reafon, 
and  may  have  its  Weight  in  the  World :    But  there  is 
another  Stroke,  which  I  take  to  be  much  more  efFeftivc 
which  fhall  ftop  all  Mouths,  reconcile  all  Parties,  endear 
the  Soldiers  to  us,  and  rivet  upon  us  and  ours  for  ever, 
or  as  long  as  our  Governours  pleafe,  a  triumphant  Stand- 
ing Army.    The  Thing  I  mean  is  a  Plot,  which  if  it  be 
but  handlbmely  introduced,  (hall  expofe  every  Man,  who 
dares  to  mutter  againft  the  Army,  to  the  Infamy  of  be- 
I  ing  reputed  an  Enemy  to  his  King  and  Country. 
I      To  obferve  the  feveral  Gradations  of  a  Plot  is  a  Mat- 
I  ter  of  great  Curiofity,  as  well  as  Ufe.    At  firft,  by  the 
:  Knowers  of  Secrets,  it  fhould  be  whifperd  at  Court: 
\  The  firft  Glimmerings  fliould  be   faint  and  uncertain : 
A  Compofition  of  half  Words,  fignificant  Jeftures,  and 
references  to  Time,  and  few  Days.    This  naturally  en- 
gageththe  Inquifitive  and  Newfmongers,  which  fpreads 
the  Secret,  as   all  Secrets  are  fpread,    thro'  the  Town 
and  Country.    1  think  the  late  Lord  Sunderlar4d  called 
all  Secrets,  Spouts.     A  Multitude  of  Drops  of  Rain  fall 
gently  from  the  Tiles  into  the  Spouts,  and  thence  the 
whole  is  poured  into  the  Streets  and  Common  Sewers. 

When  the  Secret  is  thus  halfdivulg'd,  in  fome  little 
Time,  the  Conjedures  of  every  one  are  added  to  the 
firft  imperfed  Accounts:  The  World  is  at  a  Gaze  : 
The  Populace,  always  lufceptible  of  Terrors,  gape  for 
the  Dilcovery,  and  in  the  mean  Time  fee  Armies  in  the 
Clouds:  And  then  after  this  regular  Preparation,  thg 
chief  Perfon  comes  forth  in  Poblick,  tells  fome  terrible 
Story  of  horrid  Defigns,  bloody  Maflacres,  dangerous 
Confederacies,  or  barbarous  AiTaffinations,  that,  thro* 
the  Providence  of  God,  have  been  detedled. 

As 
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As  far  as  my  fraall  Obfervadon  hath  reached  this  i' 
the  natural  Progrefs  of  a  Plot  .•  And  the  good' Effcd^ 
are  not  to  be  dcfcribed.  In  the  Hurry  and  Amazement 
we  are  read/  to  fwallow  any  Thing  for  Truth-  The 
grofleft  Impofitions  upon  the  UnderftandingS  of  Man- 
kmd  are  embraced  as  Oracles,  and  immediate  Afliftance 
fent  from  Heaven  for  ourprefervation. 

Thus  the  Managers  in  41  ufher'd  in  all  their  Extrava- 
gancies, with  fome  previous  Whifpers  or  Accounts  of 
horrid  Confpiracies  againft  the  Government  ^  and  by 
that  fingle  Artifice  chiefly  carried  every  Thing  they  had 
a  mind  to.  It  is  true  indeed,  the  Precedent  is  none  of 
the  Bell ;  yet  a  wife  Prince  may  extrad  Good  out  of 
Evil  5  and  befides  he  will  have  this  Argument  on  his 
Side,  that  if  a  Plot  can  thus  aftuate  and  infpire  Men  in 
flagitious  Attempts,  how  much  more  Vigour  will  it  have' 
on  them  in  the  Profecution  of  glorious  Ends  ? 

The  memorable  Plot  at  the  Time  of  the  Revolution 
concerning  the  Irifli  Army,  did  more  Wonders  than  the' 
then  Prince  of  Orange,  with  his  9000  Dutch  Forces 
could  have  brought  about.  It  had  fuch  an  Influence, 
that  even  after  it  was  known,  that  there  was  no  Irifh 
Army  near  us,  nor  a  Throat  to  be  cut,  yet  fo  thorough- 
ly did  the  firft  Impreffions  of  Dread  polfefe  the  Hearts 
of  Man,  Woman,  and  Child,  that  they  thought  they 
liv'd  but  by  the  Proteftionjof  that  tutelar  Angel. 

For  my  Part  I  have  fiich  a  Veneration  for  the  Author 
of  that  pious  Fraud,  that  1  can  never  forgive  the  late 
Duke  Schomberg,  who  had  the  Honour  of  it.  For  it 
may  inconteftabiy  appear  from  the  Works  of  the  famous 
Capt.  Speke,  that  he  alone  was  the  original  Parent  of 
it,  whilfi:  another  reap'd  the  Glory,  and  which  is  worfe, 
the  Profit.  But  this  may  lead  us  into  the  moral  Refle- 
xion, how  Fortune  and  not  Merit  governs  the  World. 

In  all  Ages,  Plots  have  been  in  great  Repute  with 
wife  Men  j  and  as  to  the  EfFed,  it  is  of  no  Sort  of  Con- 
lequence,  in  popular  Governments,  whether  they  be 
ill  or  well  grounded  :  For  the  pretended  Plot  will  al- 
ways ferve  the  prelent  Turn,  as  well  as  the  real  One  : 

Ihe 
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The  fame  Way  that  Cfedit  will  carry  a  Map,  for  lome 
time,  through  the  World,  as  well  as  if  he  had  a  fub- 
ftantialFund:  And  it  is  his  Fault  if  in  that  Seafon  he 
do  not  eftablifh  himfelf  for  the  future. 

So  to  come  to  the  Point  in  queftion,  if  a  Plot  can  but 
fecure  to  us  the  Bleffing  of  a  Standing  Army  for  one 
Year  more,  in  the  Time  of  Peace,  would  it  not  be  to 
think  ill  of  our  Government,  to  fuppofe  m  that  Time, 
they  would  not  fettle  Matters  fo,  as  for  the  future  to 
need  no  fuch  Artifices  ?  „  „    .  j  «  .1.   ' 

Did  not  the  Swedifh  Plot,  laft  Spring,  conduft  the 
Defiens  of  the  Court  Imoothly  through  both  Houfes  ? 
and  may  not  fomething  of  the  fame  Nature  have  the 
fame  EfFea  this  Year?  Of  That,  there  never  was  of- 
fer'd  the  leaft  Proof,  but  a  few  Letters,  which  are  yet 
Children  of  Darknefs,  their  Authority  having  never 
been  fufficiently  clear'd  u'p.  Yet  lame  and  iraperfeft  as 
this  Plot  was,  it  had  Weight  enough  to  keep  up  the  Ar- 
ifly  for  a  Twelve-month,  to  countenance  feveral  Hard- 
ftiips,  and  to  occafion  a  Prohibition  of  all  Commerce 
with  a  Kingdom,  without  whofe  Trade  we  can  fcarce 

fubfift.  ..,       ,       .        ,1 

The  only  Difference  between  a  Plot  that  is  well 
crounded,  and  One  that  is  otherwife,  is,  That  the  For- 
mer ftrikes  at  the  worft  Sort  of  Men,  but  the  Latter 
afleas  the  Beft.  .         r  ,.         • 

For  this  Reafon,  as  well  as  fome  others,  I  hope  it 
cannot  be  imagined,  that  1  would  hereby  infmuate,  that 
theMiniftry  have  the  leaft  Defign  of  putting  any  Plot 
upon  the  World,  but  fuch  as  is  founded  upon  a  folid 
Truth.  Altho',  if  I  were  to  fpcak  ray  Mind,  I  wi(h  we 
were  to  have  a  Plot  of  feme  Kind  or  other  •,  and  if 
Reafon  of  State  did  fo  require  it,  I  cannot  fee  the  leaft 
Caufe  why  the  Miniftry  (hould  hefitate  upon  it,  thro* 
Tendernefs  of  Confcience,  or  Paffion  for  Truth.  I>m 
clear  in  my  own  Judgment  in  the  Point,  that  if  the  Exi- 
gencies of  the  Government  did  need  a  Plot,  it  is  Juft 
in  itfelf,  and  Laudable  in  the  Eye  of  the  World,  to 
find  one  our,  forae  way  or  other,  altho'  perhaps  Proofs 

there 
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there  nught  he  mm;  and  I  fhould  look  upon  it 
general  Calamity;  if  any  Perfon  conceni'd  flio.  ' '  d< 
the  ^ood  Ends,  propos'd  hereby,:  out  of  ^ .unJe 
Confcience.  -  . ■  ., ,  ^  i 

There  is  one  Circumfknce  which  gives  me  and  otl 
great  ^  Hopes  that  Tome  important  Matters  are  tc 
brought  to  Light.  A  Gentleman,  who  hath  been  as< 

II  ^",^"^'  '"  .^r"  ^^°^''  ^gainftthe  Governmeat 
the  Illuflnous   Houfe,   both    i.i.  the  late  and  pref^ 
Reign  i  and  who,  at  prefent,  is  under  the  heaviefi:  Cen-i 
lureot  the  Law,  IS  preparing,  .-js  we  are  inform'd;to^ 
return  to  his  native  Soul :  His  late  Intimacies  may  dif-l 
pole  him  to  fee  his  former  Errors:  His  demands  from 
Nature  oblige  him  toanExpence,  to  which  his  Fortune- 
Is  by  no  means  equal :  His  Abilities  are  very  great ;  fo- 
we  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  World  to  hope,  both  fromi 
his  Power  and  Inclinations,  that  a  Plot  may  be  forrnVJ, 
for  the  Salutary  Ufes  already  fpeoified,  and  which  maw 
crown  the  great  Services  he  hath  hitherto  rendred  to  the 
Government 

As  to  my  Self  I  am  prepared,  by  the  Blefline  of  God 
whenever  any  fuch  thing  begins  to  appear,  to  give  into' 
it  with  all  ray  Faculties  ^  and  not  to  examine  too  nicely 
r .?  ^'^^/!L°""1' °'"  probability  i  the  thing  is  good  in  it 
leit,  and  Jhould  be  received  with  an  iraplieite  Faith  • 
Such  a  faving  Faith  I  declave  to  all  the  World  1  have' 
and  am  refolv'd  td  prelerp  i-And  let  all  thofe  who  will 
not  profit^by  my  Ex«e,  and  the  plain  Didates  ot 
right  Reafon,  anfwer  It  to  God  and  their  Country  that 
neither  Religion  nor  the  publick  Welfare  could  induce 
them  to  believe  as  the  Government  would  have  them. 


FINIS. 


